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Is 43:16-21; Phil 3:8-14; Jn 8:1-11 

 There was this little girl named Isabella.  She was left to play by herself in the living 

room while her mom and dad were speaking in the kitchen.  There was a beautiful vase on a 

table and she just loved to look at it and watch the way the sunlight reflected of the bright colors.  

She knew it was valuable, her parents had told her over and over not to touch it.  Well she was 

drawn in by the colors, and the beautiful designs and couldn’t help herself in just touching it with 

her finger.  She didn’t realize that as she strained up to reach the table, the rug under her feet was 

slipping.  As it slipped she grabbed onto the table to keep from falling and the vibration sent the 

vase crashing to the floor.  She heard her parents stop talking and run to the room - she sat there 

crying afraid they would be very angry with her.  Isabella looked into her mother’s eyes with 

tears and said: “I’m sorry, it was an accident.” 

 How would you respond if you were her parents?  I guess the first thing most people 

would do is to check Isabella for any injuries - once you knew that she was OK, your eyes would 

go to the vase.  Maybe you would think “I told that kid a hundred times to stay away from there”.  

Maybe you would think of its value  and say “there is no replacing it”.  But if you also remember 

what it was like to be a child, and also recognize that accidents happen (many in the past by 

YOU, by the way!) - you might not be as harsh as you would be if you just acted before thinking. 

 In the gospel story we meet up with another girl who is afraid of the consequences of her 

behavior.  We don’t know exactly what the situation was with this woman’s act of adultery.  

Although this was not the accidental act of a child, this may not have been a situation that she 

was not in control of, there may have been other things to consider before issuing a death 

sentence - but no one seemed to care!  In this whole scene there is no concern for the woman, 

there is no concern for real justice, she is a pawn being used to trap Jesus into a response they 

can use against Him.   There is no concern for the person, there is not concern for how 

responsible this person was.  There is simply a great scene of manipulation, a quick judgement 

and move to punish. 

 Isn’t this the way we act sometimes.  We are quick to judge, we are quick to punish.  We 

don’t want to hear explanations, we place the other person as an enemy, we think of how what 

they did effected us - and we want to give them what we have decided they deserve.  Jesus does 



not act this way.  The people bring the woman to him - why?   They take this situation as an 

opportunity to be judgmental with her, and use her execution to attack Jesus at the same time.  

He doesn’t try to run away from the situation, he doesn’t immediately pick up a stone and join in, 

he doesn’t even care if this woman might be part of a plot to discredit him.  Jesus turns the 

situation on its head.  HE uses the occasion of this would be execution to teach the people (and 

the woman herself) about the forgiveness and mercy of God.  His drawing in the sand causes the 

people to reflect on their own lives, and then taking a moment to pause, he teaches us an 

important lesson.  Before you judge another, before you make up your mind about how to punish 

them, before you throw that first stone - examine the situation and yourself.  Understand the 

situation of the other and don’t forget how deserving you are to be the one on the receiving end 

of punishment yourself. 

 In these situations, Jesus does something very interesting.  He calls us away from the 

need to accuse others, or the tendency to accuse Him of not doing what He is supposed to do.   

Rather, He moves us to repentance so that we will approach Him and receive the forgiveness of 

God.  The crowd of people in the gospel left Jesus in their shame, the woman stayed with Jesus 

despite her embarrassment.  Because she stayed, they were able to have a tender exchange in 

which Jesus forgives her and asks only one thing of her.  Pope Francis once spoke about how 

Jesus talks to us all through his words to the woman.  His words communicate a deep truth: 

“‘Neither do I condemn you; go, and sin no more’. That is the only advice he gives you ... The 

Lord never tires of forgiving: never! It is we who tire of asking his forgiveness. Let us ask for the 

grace not to tire of asking forgiveness, because he never tires of forgiving.”   

 Jesus is like the parents of Isabella who were able to recognize true sorrow and then 

forgive.  He is the parent who first tends to our wounds before considering what we have done 

wrong.  He is the parent who looks at what we have broken, and also into our eyes and is only 

concerned that we have learned our lesson, and that we will keep our hands off of breakable 

vases in the future. We heard in our other readings how God: Remember[s] not the events of the 

past but wants us to: ... [strain] forward to what lies ahead, [to] continue [our] pursuit toward 

the goal, the prize of God’s upward calling, in Christ Jesus.  This is the calling to which He 

wants to lead us, to the peace that comes from forgiving and being forgiven.


